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'Be that as it may/ exclaimed Ebn-Barrak, 'I for
my part am almost dead with thirst, and drink I must;
so here goes.5 With this he advanced a few steps
along the ledge into the cavern, and then going down
on his hands and knees, took a full draught of the
water. Meanwhile, the Bajeelah ambuscade, hidden
under the hollow rock further within, could, from where
they were, distinctly see his form against the glimmer
at the cave's mouth, for it was near moonrise ; but
as he was not the one they had specially set their
minds on taking prisoner, they gave no signs of their
presence. So when Ebn-Barrak had drunk Ins fill,
lie got up and returned to his associates outside, saying,
' I have been there, and you may take my word for
it, that there is never a man hidden in the cave.'

' There are, however, and many, only it is not you
but me they want to catch/ rejoined Ta'abbet-Shurran.

Next Shanfara* went in and drank, but he also \vas
not the one, and the men of Bajeelah let him come
and go quietly; so he too returned uiiinterfered with
to the others. 4 Now/ said Ta'abbet-Shurran to Shan-
fara', c is my turn to try the cavern ; and I know
beforehand that the moment I stoop to drink, the
water-ambuscade will spring out on me and make me
prisoner. The instant this happens you must run off,
as though you meant to escape altogether; but when
you are near that rock/ pointing to one at no great
distance, 'turn aside and hide up under cover of its
shadow, and there keep quiet, till you hear me cry,
ic Catch him! catch him I" then rush suddenly back and
cut my bonds/ Next addressing Ebn-Barrak: c As
for-you, you must make as though you were willing
t<r surrender yourself to them, yet take good care they
do not actually get hold of you; keep clear of them,
but do not go too far off/